[Nutritional support in patients with relapsing chronic respiratory failure].
The authors review the scientific data on nutritional problems in patients with acute decompensation of COPD and present their own experience in the nutritional management of such condition. Artificial nutrition (enteral and parenteral) allowed a reduction in the duration of hospitalization, a lower incidence of infections, and a shorter weaning time from mechanical ventilation in comparison to a homogeneous group of patients treated in the same unit in an earlier period, when less attention was paid to nutritional problems. The importance of artificial nutrition in patients with acute decompensation of COPD is highlighted.